
 

 
 

GREATER CAMBRIDGE PARTNERSHIP JOINT ASSEMBLY 
 

THURSDAY, 18 JANUARY 2018 
 

DECISIONS 
 

Set out below is a summary of the decisions taken at the Greater Cambridge Partnership 
Joint Assembly held on 18 January 2018.  The wording used does not necessarily reflect the 
actual wording that will appear in the minutes. 
 
If you have any queries about any matters referred to in this decision sheet contact Kathrin 
John (01954) 713030 or Kathrin.John@scambs.gov.uk  
 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 No apologies for absence were received.  

 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 In relation to agenda item 8 Ely to Cambridge A10 Transport Study and agenda item 10 

Rural Travel Hubs, Councillor Tim Wotherspoon declared a non-pecuniary interest as 
the County Councillor for Cottenham and Willingham. Also in relation to agenda item 10, 
Councillor Kevin Cuffley declared a non-pecuniary interest as the County and District 
Councillor for Sawston.  
 

3.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2017 were agreed as a correct 

record, subject to the word ‘advised’ being replaced with the word ‘commented’ in 
relation to Claire Ruskin’s comments on page 3 of the minutes.  
 

4.  QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 Two public questions had been received and would be addressed at agenda item 10. 

 
5.  PETITIONS 
 The Chairman notified the Joint Assembly of a petition received at the end of 2017 to 

“Progress the Comberton Greenway for walking/cycling/horses, but make it busway 
free.”. The petition contained more than 50 signatures but had not reached the required 
500 signatures to formally present it to the Joint Assembly.  
 

6.  RAPID MASS TRANSIT OPTIONS APPRAISAL 
 The Chairman welcomed consultants from Steer Davies Gleave who presented the 

Rapid Mass Transit Options Appraisal. The Joint Assembly members thanked the 
consultants for their work and were generally enthusiastic about the study's findings, 
which they welcomed. Views were expressed regarding the length of tunnelling and 
physical nature of the autonomous metro scheme, its accessibility for residents and 
there was some anxiety expressed regarding financial sustainability and sources of 
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revenue for subsidies. The Joint Assembly members felt that there was a key role for 
the Greater Cambridge Partnership to be involved in the development and delivery of 
the elements of the network that were within the Greater Cambridge area. 
 

7.  A10 FOXTON LEVEL CROSSING BYPASS AND TRAVEL HUB 
 The Joint Assembly considered the report which recommended the A10 Foxton level 

crossing bypass for further development as part of the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s 
Future Investment Strategy. The revised proposals would also consider a ‘travel hub’ 
with the provision of additional parking facilities to complement the existing Park and 
Ride and Rural Travel Hub proposals. The Joint Assembly members welcomed this 
being put back on the agenda and felt that Network Rail should contribute financially to 
the scheme. Some anxiety was expressed for the provision of adequate parking, 
including the provision of cycle parking spaces. The Joint Assembly was informed that 
the local Parish Council had expressed preference for an underpass and there was 
fondness in the local community for the signal box referred to in the Mott MacDonald 
report, which the local community did not want to be demolished. 
 
The Joint Assembly supported the overall approach being recommended to the 
Executive Board, to review the options and develop a full business case for a preferred 
option. 
 

8.  ELY TO CAMBRIDGE A10 TRANSPORT STUDY 
 The Joint Assembly considered the report which presented the findings of the Ely to 

Cambridge A10 Transport Study and proposed next steps. There was some 
disappointment expressed by Joint Assembly members that the report was perceived as 
being focussed on road options. Concern was expressed regarding land take and 
compulsory purchase if the A10 was dualled and had to be diverted from its current 
alignment, and the potential competition of two neighbouring public transport corridors. 
Some Joint Assembly members felt that a Greenways network should be centred on Ely 
and that it should be ensured that all options for making proper use of the existing 
railway had been exhausted before road options were proceeded with. 
 
The Joint Assembly supported the recommendations to the Executive Board that the 
Combined Authority should have the responsibility for approving the study’s 
recommendations and taking these forward for consultation. The Joint Assembly 
members felt that the Greater Cambridge Partnership should take forward and deliver 
the proposals identified in Option 1 for modal shift, specifically walking, cycling and 
public transport improvements and aligning the public transport improvements with the 
Cambridge Mass Rapid Transit Options Appraisal findings.  
 

9.  OUR BIG CONVERSATION 
 The Chairman welcomed consultants from Systra who presented the findings of the 

telephone travel survey which had been undertaken as part of the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership’s public awareness and engagement exercise called, ‘Our Big 
Conversation’. Following this the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s Head of 
Communications presented the interim findings of ‘Our Big Conversation’ (OBC).  The 
aim of this had been to strengthen the evidence base needed to inform the GCP’s 
Future Investment Strategy by generating public dialogue on Greater Cambridge 
growth, testing emerging GCP proposals with the public and undertaking a 
comprehensive travel survey to refresh 2011 census data.  
 
The Joint Assembly noted the interim findings of ‘Our Big Conversation’ and 
commended all the officers involved in this. Members felt that the findings of this should 
be circulated more widely, that cycling should be kept high on the agenda and that the 
Combined Authority should use this for when looking at the county’s commercial bus 



 

operations.  
 

10.  RURAL TRAVEL HUBS 
 The Joint Assembly considered the report which presented a feasibility report on the 

development of Rural Travel Hubs in South Cambridgeshire and sought approval to 
proceed to phase two of the project. This would involve the preparation of full business 
cases for the proposed pilot sites of Oakington, Whittlesford and Sawston, a detailed 
analysis of planning considerations, refined costings of construction and an outline of 
the evaluation of methods to review the success of the pilots.  
 
In considering the report, Joint Assembly members expressed differing views with some 
members feeling that the case had not been made for Rural Travel Hubs while others 
were supportive and felt that these could provide a significant contribution towards 
modal shift. The District and County Councillors for two of the potential pilot sites, 
Oakington and Sawston, expressed their support for these. 
 

11.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 The Joint Assembly noted that the next meeting would take place on Wednesday 28th 

February 2018 at 2pm in the Council Chamber, South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne.  
 

 


